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PREFACE. 


HE inhabitants of a certain diftri& in 

Great Britain, were, for ſome time, much 
agitated with the political writings which have 
been lately circulated. By ſome of them they 
were called upon, to ſhake off that ſtate of a- 
very and oppreſſion, under which, it was inſinua- 
ted, they now groaned ; while others expreſsly 
maintained, that they were already * and 


free. 


In this fituation they reſolved to form them- 
ſelves into a Society, to enquire into the truth 
of theſe contradictory aſſertions. But when the 
Society aſſembled, they ſoon found, that a 
general meeting was not a proper place for 
accurate enquiries. It was therefore deter- 
mined, to devolve the buſineſs upon different 
Committees; whoſe opinions, if approved, 
ſhould be converted into Reſolutions of the So- 
Ciety. 
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This mode of proceeding was attended with 

_ the happieſt effects :—clear, and decided opi- 
nions, were ſoon eſtabliſhed in the Society :— 
no longer were the members impoſed upon by 
the falſe views of 'the zgnorant, or the ſubtle in- 
finuations of the defigning '—and peace and 
harmony are re-eſtablied among the inhabitants 
of the diſtri. | 


The Society do not wiſh to ſee theſe bleſſings 
confined to their own circle; and with the ſin- 
cere deſire to diffuſe them, they now offer the 
following Reſolutions to the ſerious confideration 
of their fellow Citizens. 


RESOLUTIONS of a SociErx, formed 1 

for the Purpoſe of enlightening and unde- 
ceiving the Inhabitants of a retired Di- 
ſtrict in Great Britain. 


2 — OE . 


GENERAL RESOLUTIONS. 


RESOLVED, 


I. TyarT they only are the friends of A 


people, who repreſent to them, their real fate 
and condition, 


II. Thar they are not the friends of a people, 
who would perſuade them, that they are free 


when they are /aves, living under a deſpotig 
Government. 
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III. Tnar they are not the friends, but the 
enemies of a people, who would perſuade them, 
that they are /aves when they are free, and live 
under a happy Conſtitution of Government. 
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IV. Taar this Society will do every thing 
in its power to gain a clear knowledge of the 


matters and things which divide the opinions of 


the Society, and to aſcertain, with ., 


the true fituation of theſe Kingdoms.” 


V. Trar for this purpoſe the Society will di- 
vide itſelf into Committees, who ſhall ſeparately 
conſider RicnTs or MAN, — LIBERTY. —EuA- 
LITY, Sc. and that the opinions they report, if 


. approven, ſhall be adopted | as Reſolutions of 


the Society. | 


1 


Of Rights of Man —Liberty Equality, Js. 
| 


| - 


Or RIGHTS or MAN. 


REesSOLVED, | 


I. Tnar the Rights of Man conſiſt in the free 
enjoyment and exerciſe of his life, liberty, and 
property; whether this property has been ac- 
quired by the exerciſe of * own powers, or has 

; been 


t. 


or 2 
been transferred to him by thoſe who have thus 
acquired it. f 


II. Trar the Rights of Men exiſted before all 
law, and are analienable. 


III. Trar the excellency of all poſitive laws 
and political inſtitutions, is proportioned to the 
degree in which they /ecure thoſe rights. 


IV. Tuar when laws have been eftabliſhed, 
which, from /ong experience, have been found 
effetual for thoſe purpoſes, it is little leſs 
than ſacrilege, to attempt to deſtroy them, or the 
political eſtabliſhments that ſupport a d enforce 
them; for this is in fact deſtroying the ſecurity 
of the Rights of Man. 


Or LIBERTY. 


RESOLVED, 


I. Thar the Liberty of Man in ſociety, 
conſiſts, not only in the free exerciſe, but in 
the perfect ſecurity of his Rights. 


II. Tmar in no nation, which has yet appear- 
ed on earth, have the Rights of Men, been fo 
B well 
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a | | 
well eflaÞhſhed and ſecured, as by the Laus, 
and under the ConsTITUTION of Great Britain. 
| | 


III. Trar in this country; though the Peaſant 
cannot go into the Palace and pilfer from it 
what he wants, yet it is equally true, that no man 
dare ftep from the Palace and ſnatch from the 
Peaſant, his life, his liberty, or the leaſt iota of 
that independent property, which his induſtry 
has acquired. 


IV. Tnar tho' the King may proſecute the Pea- 
fant, yet, in this happy land, the Peaſant may al- 
fo proſecute the King: That a Britiſh Judge 
does not bluſh, —a Britiſh Fury are not afraid, — 
nor are Britiſh ears offended, —qwhen they hear, 
THAT THE KING HAS LosT His sur, or, That 
an obſcure individual has obtained a verdict 
AGAINST THE SOVEREIGN OF THE PEOPLE. 


Or EQUALITY. 


RESOLVED, 


I. Tnar the various ranks in Society are 
the caules of the wealth and 3 of any 


people. 


Ia 


Gn) 
| II. Trar to attempt to inſtitute only one rank 
in Society, 1s as abſurd and contrary to the nature 
of things, as to inſiſt, that the human body thall 


be compoſed, only of one member; that it ſtiall be 
all Foot, —all Hand,—all Head,—or all Eye. 


III. Tnar without inequality of ranks in So- 
ciety, there could be no regular ſupply of our 


various wants ;—no interchange of property ;— 


no commerce —no mutual accommodation or 
comfort among men, | 


IV. Tear in Great Britain, Equality reigns 
as perfectly, as it is poſſible, conſiſtently with 
the Rights of Man, and with the nature and 
exiſtence of Civil Society: There is nothing to 
prevent the ſon of the meane/t Peaſant, with 
character and abilities; ſufficient for the pur- 
poſe, to riſe to be Lord Chancellor of England, 
and hold the firſt office in the State. 
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The following Reſolutions 12 our REL IGL 
ous CouuirrEk were adopted. 


— 


REsOoLvEp, 


I. That thoſe who would level the ranks, - 
which providence .has ordained in Society, are 
ignorant of the nature, of that order, which is 
univerſally eſtabliſhed, under the Government 
of God, and which is eſſential to true happineſs. 


IT. That the different ranks amongſt men, are 
every where taken for granted in Scripture, 
where the relative duties, to ſuperiors, inferiors, 
and equals, are largely inculcated and enforced. 


4 

III. That in heaven, where the greateſt love, 
perfection, and happineſs reign, there is alſo the 
greateſt oder, and the greateſt variety of ranks. 
—There is a THRONE, —various RANKs of an- 
gels, —and orders, even amongſt the ſaints, re- 
deemed from among men.—* For one ſtar differ- 
« eth from another ſtar in Glory.” 


IV. That were we to ſuppoſe the Devil to rule 
on earth. * and he muſt be looſed for a little ſea- 
fon,” his hatred would aſpire at deſtroying 
5 | the 


] 


4 


the eftabliſhed ranks in ſociety.—Vy this means, 
every man's hand would be raiſed againſt his 
brother, - Blood would touch blood in the land,” 
—And all the horrors of famine, tumult, and 
confufion would enſue.—* The laſt puniſhment of 
* that nation, which has filled up the meaſure of 
* its iniquity.” 


Hiftory of the Combination of the words 
LIBERTY and EQUALITY in France. 


It was immediately after the concluſion, of 


one of our moſt ſucceſsful wars, that a French- 
man came to London, to admire the glories of 
the Britiſh Empire. He haſtened to the court- 
end of the town, to ſee the palace of St James's. — 
But it would be vain to attempt a deſcription of 
his ſurpriſe, when in that Palace, he ſaw a Houſe, 
far inferior, to many in the ftreets of London. 


Some time after, in paſſing down the Thames, 
'he was ftruck with the beauty and elegance of 
a princely building, that ſtretched itſelf along the 


banks of the river. No doubt, faid he to him- 
ſelf, 


# 


bet 24 
— Jes SA wil 
3 Set of > MS, 8 
1 7 of * PRI nc \y [24 TRE =? 8 * 21 
5 5 "ba e LY 


1 241) 

ſelf, © this muſt belong to the King, or perhaps 
it is the reſidence of ſome Prince of the Blood. 
He was ſoon, however, undeceived. It was 
Greenwich Hoſpital. On being made to under- 
ſtand, that it was built by the Britiſh nation to 
lodge and accommodate the brave Tars, worn 
out or diſabled in the ſervice of their country, 
he could not help comparing the grandeur of 
the building now before him, with the meanneſs 
of St James's. The compariſon gave him a 
more ſtriking view of the Engliſh character. 
His imagination took fire, and he exclaimed : 
It is,. — It is imieed a wonderful people, for THEY 
BUILD PALACES FOR THEIR BEGGARS, WHILE 
THEY SUFFER THEIR Kino, TO DWELL IN AN 
HosPITAL : oY | 


This remark, ſo contrary, at one time, to all 
the ideas and feelings of a Frenchman, ſoon be- 
came current, when they wiſhed to impreſs on 
the minds of each other, the peculiar genius and 
ſpirit of the Engliſh nation; and is ſaid to have 
given riſe to the connection of the ideas of L1- 
BERTY and EQUALITY in the minds of French- 
men, — Words, which they do not yet ſeem to- 
roughly to underſtand, or accurately to diſcriminate. 


of 
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Of Forms of Government, and of the 
Britiſh Conſtitution. 


RESOLVED, 


I. That an hereditary Monarchy when im- 


ple, is a bad form of Government; when Elective, 
it ig worſe, 


II. That an Aritocratical form of Govern- 
ment, is a bad Government, when it is ſimple. 


III. That /fimple Democratic forms of Govern. 
ment, even when delegated, are liable to many 
great and flagrant abuſes, and that they have al- 
ways ended in Deſpotifins. 


IV. That the defects of theſe imple forms of 
Government, are rectified or counterated*when 


they are all united in one complicated, and yet 


harmonizing ſyſtem 5; and that nothing but igno- 
rance can excuſe the /ophiſm of taking it for 
granted, that they poſſeſs the detects whens thus 
united, to which they are confeſſedly liable when 
they are ſimple. 


V. That 


4 6 
V. That it is ab/urd to ſay that ſuch a compli- 


cated and harmonizing ſyſtem, is not a political 
Conſtitution. 


VI. That Laws and Government are not to be 
judged of by their oRIGINS. If laws clearly de- 
fine and effectually ſecure the civil rights of 
men;—and if a Government is well calcuiated 
to guard and protect ſuch laws, we need not be 
anxious as to their origin heir origin will not 
alter the nature of either. | 


VII. That in judging of the Britifh Conſti- 
tution of Government, we have nothing at all 
to do with the perſonal character of the Kings, 
—Mimfters, — would-be-Miniſters, —or Legi/la- 
tors who act under it. 


VIII. That many of the complaints and re- 
ſolutions againſt the imperfection or corruption 
of theſe characters, may be well founded. 


. * . 0 


IX. That the truth of theſe corruptions, though 
diſgraceful to individuals, is yet an eulogy on 
that Conſtitution, which admits of the exerciſe 
of the ſplendid talents of corrupt men, in the N 
Government of the country, and yet, from ita 5 
conſtrufion, keeps the liberties of the people free F 


from being injured by them. | h 
* | X. That | 


| 


* 


X. That the orricx, not the perſonal character 
of the firſt Magiſtrate or King of Great Britain, 
SUBSERVES THE MOST IMPORTANT PURPOSES,— 
It gives energy to the executive Government. By 
the influence and emolument it has to beſtow, 
it creates thoſe PARTIEs in the Legiſlative Aſſem- 
bly, which take off the defects M its ſimple form ; 
while, at the ſame time, it thereby creates that 
check upon itſelf, to which, in numberleſs in- 
ſtances, it has been obliged to ſuccumb, 


XI. That though in every other nation it may 
be wile 1n rulers, to diſcourage ſpeculations upon 
Government, yet in this country, it is wiſe to 
encourage them ; becauſe the better we are ac- 
quainted with the fixed and wunalterable Rights 
of Man,—the more we know of human nature, 
—and the more perfectly we underitand the 
Britiſh Conſtitution, the more we ſhall admire 
and venerate it, —the more we ſhall perceive it 
to be the juſt object of envy, jealouſy and dread 
to our foes, —and of the warme/t and moſt affec- 
tionate regard to every lover of his country. 


XII. That the Britih Conſtitution, is to be 
ranked among the New, and not Cd Govern- 
ments, It is, indeed, a new Government on the 
earth. There is no examplar of it in ancient 
hiſtory ; and it ſeems yet neceſſary, for men 79 
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learn its excellence, that they may learn alſo te 
build upon its model. 


R£esoOLVED, 


I. That moſt of the complaints, which have 
appeared from Reforming Societies, are applica- 
ble, not to the Conſtitution, but to the individual 


rulers and repreſentatives of the people who act 


under it. > 


* 


II. That if there was not a fountain of Honour 
and Reward in a nation eompoſed of corrupt and 
imperfect individuals, there could be no bringing 
men of great talents to the ſeat ot Government, 
nor would there be a ſufficient ſpur to the ex- 
ertion of thoſe abilities, which are neceſſary, to 
the wiſe Government of a great people. 


III. That the collifion of VM parties which ariſe, 
out of the peculiar conſtruction of the Britiſh 
Conſtitution, forms a great bulwark and ſecuri- 


ty 


1 


ty to the liberties of the people; becauſe thoſe 


who are IN, are always watched with a jealous 


eye by Oppofition, whoſe intereſt it is, to ſpy, and 
to proclaim, the leaſt fault in thoſe who rule. 


IV. That, in Great Britain, no miniſter can 


rule for any length of time, without peeing 
the confidence of the people. 


V. That when the people 8 are in ge- 
neral corrupt, great faults in their rulers will paſs 
without puniſhment, and without much obſerva- 
tian. 


VI. That, of conſequence, as the people them- 


ſelves become pure, the corruption of their rulers 
muſt decreaſe. | 


34 n = 
VII. That, therefore, the beſt and moſt eflec- 
tual means for reforming the Government, is for 
every individual, to begin with reforming him- 


ſelf. 


VIII. That the idea of continued and indeſi— 
nite reformation either of the CONSTITUTION or 
of the Law is vain and illuſasy, ſpringing often 
from diſcontent, and cheriſhed by ignorance. That 
the rights of men are fixed, determinate, and in- 

variable 
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variable things; and that when they are once 
perfectly ſecured by human laws, theſe laws 


ſhould be as fixed and unchangeable as the rights 
themſelves. 


RESOLVED, | 


I. That a free and moderate nation, living in the 
midſt of deſbotic and aſpiring Monarchies, muſt 
neceflarily incur great expences in their own de- 
fence.—That theſe expences muft - be derived 
from the citizens, by mgans of taxes. 


IT. That the oppreſſion of taxes is never to be 
eſtimated by the amount of Revenue, collected by 
means of them, but by the ability of the people at 
the time, to pay them. 


| 


III. That a few years ago, when our national 
debt and taxes were at the higheſt, Great Bri- 
| tain 
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tain was no more oppreſſed with them, than ſhe 
was at any period ſince the Revolution. 


IV. That on the contrary, while other na- 
tions were finking under their taxes, we have 
been. riſing ſuperior to ours, —and now we have 
the pleaſure to ſee, - our National Debt decrea- 
ing, — our taxes yearly diminiſhing, — at the 
ſame time that every induſtrious man in the 
kingdom, from his increaſing wages, 2s better 
able to ſupport them, than he was before. 


V. That the taxes which chiefly affe& the 
poor, ſuch as thoſe on candles and leather, are 
the ſame they were 70 years ago. 


VI. That in Great Britain, the taxes not on- 
ly affect the rich, as well as the poor ; but are fo 
laid on, as that he rich ſhall pay, by far the 
greateſt part of them. 


VII. That the ſevere part of revenue ſtatutes, 
can affect thoſe only, who wiſh to defraud the pu- 
blic.— And it is as unreaſonable to complain of 


this ſeverity, as of the lau again/t theft, robbery, 
or murder. 
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CONCLUDING RESOLUTIONS. 


RESOLVED, 


I. That the notions of Liberty which prevail 


.in North America, and which the French are 


now ſporting with, were originally borrowed from 
Great Britain. 


II. That a democratic form of Government is 
no new thing ; and that our anceſtors, who were 
long engaged in the art, and who had deeply 
ſtudied the ſcience of Government, preferred our 
preſent Conflutntion, to the Republics of Greece 
and Rome. 


III. That the murmurs 3 now prevail, 
unleſs they originate with 470 pointed and de- 
ſigning men, ariſe more from ignorance of, and 
inſenſibility to, the bleſſings we enjoy, than to any 
defect in the civil laws, which our anceſtors 
purchaſed with their lives, or in that glorious 

Conſtitutio! 


1 


Conſtitution of Government, which they cemented 
with their blood. 


IV. That as it has been long the glory and 
happineſs of Great Britain to reſſt the efforts of 
the French nation, to impoſe upon us, Popery, 
Slavery, and Arbitrary Power, —ſo it is no leſs 
our intereſt, to counteract the attempts they 
may now make, to introduce among us, REPU- 
BLICAN AND LEVELLING principles, which 
would alſo prove deſtructive to our pRosPERITY 
AND HAPPINESS AS A FREE PEOPLE, 


ET 


£ * * * L 5 , 


a e 
E 


